Troopers Investigating Fatal
Crash — Laurel

(o)

E Trap Pond-Rd & Phillips
Hill Rd, Laurel, DE 19956

Laurel — The Delaware State Police, Sussex County Collision
Reconstruction Unit is investigating an early May crash that
has since claimed the life of one of the drivers.

The incident occurred at approximately 10:29 a.m., Monday, May
7, 2018, on E. Trap Pond Road, south of Phillips Hill Road,
Laurel.

A 2001 Mack trash truck, operated by a 37 year old Delmar,
Maryland man, was traveling northbound on East Trap Pond Road
approaching the intersection of Phillips Hill Road. A 2011
Ford Ranger pickup, operated by Rigoberto Perez Sr., 82, of
Laurel, was traveling southbound on E. Trap Pond Road passing
the intersection of Phillips Hill Road. For unknown
reasons, the Ford crossed the solid double yellow centerline
and entered into the northbound lane headed directly towards
the Mack. The operator of the Mack then moved his vehicle into
the southbound lane in an attempt to avoid a collision. As the
Mack moved into the southbound lane, the Ford crossed back
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over the centerline and returned to the southbound lane where
the two vehicles collided. After impact, both vehicles came to
rest off the west edge of the roadway.

Rigoberto Perez Sr. sustained serious 1injuries, and was
transported by EMS to Nanticoke Memorial Hospital before being
transferred to the Christiana Hospital, where he ultimately
succumbed to his injuries, on Monday, May 21, 2018.

The operator of the Mack along with a 41 year old male
passenger were not injured as a result of the crash.

Impairment is not being considered as a factor on behalf of
the Mack driver. Impairment on behalf of Perez is unknown at
this time.

The release of this updated information was pending the
notification of all involved parties.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.
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